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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEEING - FEBRUARY 24 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR FEBRUARY 24, 
1977: 


Q. YESTERDAY THE PRESIDENT SAID THIS COUNTRY WAS CULPABLE 
OR OPEN TO CRITICISM ON HUMAN RIGHTS BECAUSE OF THE 
RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AROUND THIS COUNTRY. 

I PRESUME HE WAS TALKING ABOUT FOREIGN DIPLOMATS AND 
NORTH KOREANS, THE PLO AND SO ON. 

DOES THE DEPARTMENT TAKE HIS REMARKS AS AN INSTRUCTION 
TO BEGIN LOOKING TOWARD A REVISION OF THOSE RULES ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MOVEMENT? HAVE SUCH INSTRUCTIONS BEEN GIVEN TO THE 
DEPARTMENT? 

A. I WOULD HAVE TO CHECK THIS SPECIFICALLY, BUT IT IS 
MY IMPRESSION, AND I THINK I WOULD HAVE TO GO ON BACKGROUND 
ON THIS, THAT THE RULES REGARDING - I THINK THE 
PRESIDENT WAS REFERRING TO ENTRY, WAS HE NOT, IN THE 
UNITED STATES? 

Q. MOVEMENT AROUND THE COUNTRY. THEN HE TALKED ABOUT 
ADMISSION TO THIS COUNTRY - PEOPLE WE DISAGREE WITH. 

A. WITH REGARD TO ADMISSION, ON BACKGROUND, IT IS MY 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE IS CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO 
A REVIEW ON THE SUBJECT. 

NOW, WITH REGARD TO TRAVEL AROUND THE COUNTRY, I PRESUME 
THAT WOULD HAVE TO REFER TO DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL. I WOULD 
HAVE TO CHECK THAT PARTICULAR POINT AS TO WHAT THE STATE 
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OF PLAY ON REVIEW IS. 

Q. WAIT A MINUTE. YOU SAID THEY ARE CONSIDERING A 
REVIEW OE THIS? 

A. YES. THIS IS ON BACKGROUND. 

Q. SO, YOU ARE SAYING THEY HAVEN'T EVEN REVIEWED YET, 

THEY ARE JUST CONSIDERING WHETHER THEY SHOULD REVIEW? 

A. LET US SAY SERIOUS CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO A 
REVIEW OE THE ENTRY PROCEDURES. 

Q. ON THAT POINT, EXCUSE ME, BEEORE WE JUMP AWAY PROM IT. 

A. YES. 
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Q. IT HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN REPORTED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
IS SEEKING MODIFICATION OF THE MC CARRAN WATER ACT. ARE 
YOU REPERRING NOW TO SOMETHING - 

A. NO. I DO NOT THINK IT - STILL ON BACKGROUND, I DO 
NOT THINK IT HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED FROM THIS PODIUM. 
I HAVE TAKEN THE QUESTION A COUPLE OP TIMES AND THAT IS 
WHY I AM ON BACKGROUND SAYING THAT SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 
IS BEING GIVEN TO REVIEW, BUT I AM NOT PREPARED TO COME 
OUT AND ANSWER THAT QUESTION AT THIS TIME. 

Q. THAT IS WHAT I WANT TO CLARIPY. WE HAVE REPORTED 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION PLANS TO SEEK REVIEW OP THE 
MC CARRAN WATER ACT. WHAT I AM TRYING TO GET AT HERE: 
WHEN YOU SPEAK OP A "REVIEW," ARE YOU SPEAKING OF SOME 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES? IN OTHER WORDS - 

A. NO. IF BY "ADMINISTRATIVE" YOU MEAN, SHALL WE SAY, 
ROUTINE, NO. I THINK THE POLICY IS BEING LOOKED AT. SO, 

IT IS MORE THAN ADMINISTRATIVE. 

Q. THAT IS NOT WHAT I AM ASKING. 

A. WHAT ARE YOU ASKING THEN? 

Q. WHAT I AM ASKING IS: IS THERE ANY VIEW IN THE 
DEPARTMENT THIS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED BY INTERPRETATION 
RATHER THAN CHANGE OP LEGISLATION? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION ON THAT PARTICULAR POINT, BUT 
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AGAIN ON BACKGROUND SINCE YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT A LAW, I 
WOULD PRESUME AN AMENDMENT TO THE LAW WOULD HAVE TO BE 
SOUGHT THROUGH THE CONGRESS ON ANY KIND OF CHANGE WITH 
REGARD TO ENTRY PROCEDURES. 
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Q. ANOTHER SUBJECT. 

A. YES. OFE BACKGROUND. 

Q. COULD YOU BRING US UP TO DATE ON THE STATUS OE OIL 
EXPLORATION IN THE GULF OF SUEZ, IE YOU HAVEN'T DONE SO 
IN THE LAST FEW DAYS? SPECIFICALLY, IS AMOCO NOW ALLOWED 
TO DRILL ON ITS LEASED SITES, AND ARE THE ISRAELIS STILL 
EXPLORING IN AREAS WHERE WE HAVE ASKED THEM NOT TO? 

A. ON THE GENERAL SUBJECT OE OIL, THE SECRETARY DISCUSSED 
THIS MATTER IN ISRAEL AND EGYPT AND I CANNOT GET INTO THE 
SPECIFICS OF THOSE DISCUSSION. NOW, WITH REGARD TO THE 
AMOCO SITUATION, I BELIEVE THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN SETTLED 
SATISEACTORILY. I HAVE NO DETAILS EOR YOU, BUT MY 
UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE AMOCO RIG IN QUESTION IS 
OPERATING WITHOUT DIFEICULTY IN THE GULF. I HAVE REALLY 
NOTHING BEYOND THAT. 

Q. COULD YOU GET SOME MORE DETAILS ON THAT OR ARE THEY 
AVAILABLE TO US? 

A. I WILL TRY TO, BUT I DO NOT THINK I AM GOING TO GET 
MANY DETAILS OF THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE SECRETARY 
AND THE OTHER LEADERS. 

Q. JUST THE CHRONOLOGY OF WHEN THE AMOCO RIG WENT BACK 
INTO OPERATION. 

A. I WILL SEE WHAT I CAN GET, BUT, AS I SAY, I DO NOT 
THINK I WILL GET MUCH MORE IN THE WAY OF DETAILS. 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE ISRAELI RIG, THE DRILLING? IS THAT 
STILL GOING ON? 
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A. ALL I HAVE ON THAT IS THAT THE MATTER WAS DISCUSSED. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Q. JUST TO BE CLEAR, IS THIS AMOCO RIG OPERATING ON 
BEHALF OF THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT ON THE EGYPTIAN SIDE OF 
THE MEDIAN LINE? 

A. I BELIEVE THAT IS THE AMOCO RIG BEING REFERRED TO, YES. 

THE QUESTION OF THE PLACEMENT OF THE ANCHOR. 

Q. IS THE ANCHOR ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LINE? 

A. YES. THAT IS RIGHT. 

Q. MR. BROWN, SINCE THIS IS AN OPEN ADMINISTRATION WHY 
CAN'T WE GET THE DETAILS OF WHAT THE SECRETARY DISCUSSED 
ON HIS RECENT TRIP, SPECIFICALLY WITH RESPECT TO THE 
OIL RIGS IN THE GULF? 

A. IT IS NOT POLICY TO HAND OUT DETAILS OF DIPLOMATIC 
DISCUSSIONS. 

Q. THAT IS THE POLICY OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION? 

A. THAT IS THE GENERAL POLICY OF MOST ADMINISTRATIONS, 

ALL OF THEM,AS A MATTER OF FACT. I DO NOT THINK 
THERE HAS BEEN ANY CHANGE IN THAT REGARD. 

Q. SO, THIS ADMINISTRATION IS CONTINUING THE PAST 
POLICY? 

A. I THINK YOU WILL FIND THAT IN MOST ADMINISTRATIONS 
IN MOST COUNTRIES THE DETAILS OF DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIAT- 
IONS ARE NOT HANDED OUT. 

Q. BUT, THIS IS THE UNITED STATES. I AM ASKING THE 
SPOKESMAN FOR THE UNITED STATES STATE DEPARTMENT. I AM 
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NOT CONCERNED WITH ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 

A. WE MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC EVERYTHING WE CAN, 

BUT CERTAINLY NOT ALL DETAILS ARE APPROPRIATE FOR 

RELEASE. I THINK THAT IS COMMON SENSE - AND COMMONLY 
ACCEPTED. 

Q. ON THE NUCLEAR REACTORS - YOU REMEMBER THEM - WERE 
THEY DISCUSSED IN ISRAEL AND EGYPT AND WHAT CAN YOU TELL 
US ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE SALES? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE ANYTHING ON THEM AT ALL. 
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Q. EVEN WHETHER THEY WERE DISCUSSED. I ASSUME THEY WERE. 

A. THE LATEST I HAVE WAS CONTAINED IN THE 
SECRETARY'S - I THINK IN TWO INTERVIEWS HE HAD BEEORE 
HE LEET FOR THE MIDDLE EAST SAYING THAT THOSE QUESTIONS 
ARE UNDER REVIEW. NOW, WHETHER OR NOT HE DISCUSSED THEM 
SPECIFICALLY ON HIS TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST, I CANNOT TELL 
YOU. I DO NOT KNOW. 

Q. ALL RIGHT. I ASKED BECAUSE I HAVE BEEN ASKED. SO, 

COULD YOU TRY TO FIND OUT IF HE INDEED DISCUSSED THEM IN 
BOTH PLACES AND ANYTHING YOU COULD CONTRIBUTE ON THE 
RESULTS OF THOSE DISCUSSIONS? 

A. SURE. I WILL TRY TO GET SOMETHING ON THAT. BUT, AS 
I SAY, THE LATEST I HAVE HEARD IS JUST AS I HAVE 
RECOUNTED TO YOU. 

Q. YES. THAT IS WHAT I WAS UP TO. 
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